El Ilvminado

A GRAPHIC NOVEL

I|an Stavans and Steve Sheinkin

BASIC BOOKS
A Member of the Petsevs Books Grovp
New Yock



Copyright © 2012 by Ilan Stavans and Steve Sheinkin
Published by Basic Books,
A Member of the Perseus Books Group

All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America. No part of this
book may be reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission
except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews.
For information, address Basic Books, 250 West 57th Street, 15th Floor, New
York, NY 10107.

Books published by Basic Books are available at special discounts for bulk pur-
chases in the United States by corporations, institutions, and other organizations.
For more information, please contact the Special Markets Department at the
Perseus Books Group, 2300 Chestnut Street, Suite 200, Philadelphia, PA 19103,
or call (800) 810-4145, ext. 5000, or e-mail special,markets@perseusbooks.com.

Library of Congress Cataloging—in—Publication Data
Stavans, Ilan.
El iluminado / Ilan Stavans and Steve Sheinkin.
p. cm.

ISBN 978-0-465-03257-0 (hardcover : alk. paper)—ISBN 978-0-465-03301-0
(e-book) 1. Crypto-Jews—New Mexico—Comic books, strips, etc. 2. Graphic
novels. I Sheinkin, Steve. I1. Title.

PN6727.5677148 2012

741.5'973—dc23

2012029458

10987654321




What's the matfer, Rolando,
LQué fe pasat? \Jhat's going on?

They'te getting close Orale Rolando, what ace
+o them. The documents. you falking abouf?

The Carvajal
documents.
They prove
everything,
who we
feally are,
Me, Yyov,
everyone...

I had fo move them, they
wecent safe. If anyfhing
happens fo me, you must fake
cale ofﬂlem. Youv fake over
from me.




Don't worry, they'll never find the
documents! T've put them whece only
you can pnd them.

Buf how am
I svpposed
fo-

_ We can’f falk hete. They

know about fhis
place. When

B you're ceady,
you'll know
what fo do.

( He died the next aay_ , Who CX‘\C'H)I Uﬂ.? he Afraid wovld ﬁll him? 7
) : No fengo ‘ ,‘ ' .

idea. He was
Ju,s*f n\fn\id.

£] Tluminado... I fried fo ask

him what he

meant by that,

but...

I vadecstand )
that pact. £




Lvis began fo [earn the teaditions
and citvals of Jvdaism. And he
began fo see that thefe was an
entite world hidden beneath the
sufface in Spain, a shadow world
of hidden Tews-

You see, Catvajal was E]
Ijuminado. AF least, that's
how he came fo see himself.

Bt fu di‘];sfe he was
a |eadef of Tews n
Mexico.

Yes, when Lvis was
about fourfeen, his
vncle, Lvis de Catvajal
the Elder, cetvined to

Spain from 5
the New

Carvajal +he Elder had become a
powerful man, a conguistador,
known as “the pacifiec of the
Indians,” and then govefnor of
the tegion of Nvevo Ledn.

Catvajal knew his family’s
dicty seccet, knew it covld
destroy everything he'd buitt.
S0 he announced he was
faking them to Mexico,
ostensibly fo pufsve new

World.

business oppocfunities.

There wete btanches in Pefv and
Mexico, the fwo [argest
colonies, buvf America was a
theater in which all socts of
racial grovps interacted...

Bt in P-\d, he wanted fo
get them as far as possible
from the mighty fist of el
Santo Oficio. Not that the
Inguisition wasn't active in
+he Americas, bvt its
tentacles were
less defined,
more ethefeal.
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T4 was somewhat hacder fo
identify los infideles, those
withovt proper devotion fo

the Catholic farth.




It's n,vlazina how similac
Rolando’s citcumcision is o the
Scene Catvajal describes.

Clacol Rolando must have known muy bien
these stories of anﬂa/'s life.

Yes, as I said, his
avfobiography is available. And thete’s an
excellent biography, The Macfyr.

But vsté cree... Can he have

modeled his actions affer

Catvajal in othet
ways?

Catvajal went fo work for his vncle, and showed great
administeative skill. But while living vadet the govetnors close
watch, he had o abandon even sectet Tewish tifvals -

possible.

Catvajal finally decided
it was foo greaf a
saccifice. He left his
vAacle, 'fo_ssi/\a away
the promise of
a spectacvlar
career, and
moved
back in
with his
Family.

Cavajal’s fathet had died, and the family was now
living in Mexico City. Thei¢ home became a socf of
sectet community center foc ccypto-Tews.
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Ahota me foca a mi'.

Let me guess, Gaspar o
tuined the whole family :

.

‘ But Luis’s sister, the
iftepressible Isabel, ftied
fo converf Governor
1 Catvajal’s adjviant,
Captain Felipe
Nviez, at a
dinnec pacty.

Isabel ftied fo pretend she'd been

Jjoking. Bt he stotmed ovt, made a

foll cepoct 4o the Inguisition. Isabel
- was attested six days lafec.

No, he kept the

stlence.

When she casvally mentioned
that the Messiah had not yet
come, he theew
a fif, stacted

shovting about
Tesvs, the

tesvtrection,
salvation...

Uno feas ofro. Just a
matfer of time vatil the
TInguisition came for the
ofhets.

Yes, once the Iaguisifocs
30'f SomeoANe, ﬂ\ey fended
fo extract a great deal of
infocmation.
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e - | LY quéT What does that fell us?
So let's say Rolando knew all of ; i i ! L 5 .

this, was inspited by it...

He never fajked +o you
about teligion, your
mistaken path?

No, thovgh I had the
Sense he was |eading

The brothed I bet Rolando
did the same thing!




