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The author uses some terminology that will be unfamiliar to you (like "mesolect," etc.) but the pages reproduced here give a good, general introduction to the history of English in Kenya. Our guest speaker, Professor John Mugane, is a native of Kenya, and he has a more expansive view of the dynamic nature of English spoken in Kenya, as you will hear. 


Some terms to keep in mind:

"Kiswahili" is another term for Swahili
Swahili is a long-established language of trade
"Kikuyu" and "Luo" are languages spoken within Kenya
"Sheng" is a pidgin formed from Swahili, English, and other local languages

Fun fact: Barack Obama's father was a Luo speaker.
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